
Whatever you’re facing, God is with you. 
Every day, God thinks of you. 

—Psalm 68:19

Have you ever asked someone how they were, and 
their answer was, “I’m fine.” Their face visually shows 
they are happy, but sometimes it masks the pain that lies 
just below the surface.

How do you really know they’re “fine.” We get so 
caught up in our own personal pain and daily lives that 
we neglect to ask deeper questions of those around us. 
Can you sense when something is wrong with someone? 
Are you willing to ask the question, “Are you really fine? 
I sense there’s something wrong. Would you care to talk 
about it?” 

In our Christian walk, let’s take the time to be more 
aware of people’s needs. Let’s take the time to listen to 
those around us who may need the extra conversation.

Every hour, God looks after you.  
—2 Thessalonians 3:3

Recently, in the Philippines, Jed had a call from the 
Zamboanga Peninsula Mission for a flight from Palawan 
to the small island of Mapun. A local school teacher 
had tried to commit suicide. This seemingly successful, 
calm demeanor teacher seemed to be okay. She had 
supportive colleagues, a good husband, and a young 
child, BUT was suffering alone in her depression and 
sinister mental concerns, and when asked, she replied, 
“I am fine.”

CALL 1.919.938.2920 | FLYAWA.ORG | November 2023

AWA Guyana Mission Project

The Lea Family

Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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In one despondent moment, she attempted to take 
her life. Thankfully, colleagues were nearby, and they 
intervened, stopping her from further harming herself. 

Knowing she needed to leave the island for further 
care after the incident, many staff on the island called 
Jed and asked if he was able to fly over and pick up 
her and her family. They called him because Jed had 
recently taken the time to offer medical flight services 
in Mapun and other islands with the AWA airplane. 

Jed immediately flew to the small island to pick up 
the teacher and her family. She was safely flown to 
Puerto Princesa to the Adventist Hospital for further 
evaluation. We sincerely pray that with the counsel at 
the hospital and finally home to her extended family, 
she will get the care needed to be back teaching soon. 

Every minute, God cares for you. 
—1 Peter 5:7

We know you, our financial supporters, have rallied 
with help in the past. We trust faithfully in God, whose 
hands those flights are placed on. We continue to pray 
and step out in faith that you will continue to help with 
the medevac flights, no matter the cost or for who is in 
need.

Because every second, He loves you.  
—Jeremiah 31:3

We thank you in advance for all your prayers and 
support. 

May God bless each of you!

Ray and Julie Young

SidE NoTE:

The island of Mapun is 
where pioneer dorothy 
Nelson served as the flying 
nurse of the Philippines 
during 1980-90. She is the 
author of Mayday over the 
Arctic. After Jed flew over 
to Mapun, he realized the 
significance of the school. 
He remembered that at the 
base, we have the Mayday 
over the Arctic on the library shelf. Mrs. Nelson’s legacy 
continues via the current school and the encouragement to 
do medical flights in this vast region.
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